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loss of benefits under the new health
care bill.”

Amy from Abilene: ‘‘Please save citi-
zens of the U.S. from paying for abor-
tions or any encouraging of such, from
any funding directly or indirectly of
euthanasia.”

Caryn from Abilene: ‘‘Leave our
health care alone and cut our taxes.”

Ruth from Cisco: ‘‘Please continue to
stand for truth and freedom in Wash-
ington. The health care bill is not
about more health care, but less—ra-
tioning.”

Hal from Abilene: “I am not against
sensible reform. I am against govern-
ment control of our economy and
health care. In short, stay within the
confines of the Constitution and out of
our lives.”

Marion and Mary from Abilene:
“Stop the runaway spending like cap-
and-trade. Fix our present health care
system. Support our vets, old and
new.”

Emily from Abilene: “I don’t think
most Congressmen realize or under-
stand the true feelings of the American
people. We used to have real regard for
our leaders.”

Jerry and Camille from Ranger,
Texas: ‘‘Stop the bailouts. Stop the
outrageous spending and get back to
following the Constitution. Read all
the bills before signing. I was in the
front row and I had never been to a
town hall meeting before.”

Kay from Abilene: ‘I oppose cap-and-
trade which will dramatically reduce
our standard of living and is absolutely
unnecessary.”’

J.M. from Abilene: ‘““‘Government has
to stop spending and pay our way out
of debt.”

This is just a small fraction, Mr.
Speaker, of how the American people
feel.

Libby from Abilene: “While we have Med-
icaid for people, it is impossible to find a doc-
tor who will take new Medicaid patients in Abi-
lene.”

Mike from Abilene: “Do not pass health care
reform that reduces Medicare benefits or
makes access to doctors more difficult.”

Betty from Abilene: “Read the bills before
you sign them.”

Robert and Essie Mae from Abilene: “Stop
the spending!”

Debra from Abilene: “What are the pros and
cons to mandatory health care as with auto in-
surance, seat belt laws and smoking bans?”

Edna from Jayton: “First, we should reduce
government.”

Maetta from Abilene: “How about our rep-
resentatives and senators sharing in the same
health plan that they provide for the rest of
us?”

————

BREACH OF DECORUM IN THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, just a moment of good news
that tells the American people that
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their government is working. I look
forward to holding my job fair number
two in Houston, Texas, where it has
been voted that Houston has the high-
est unemployment rate of our State,
the State of Texas, at the Georgia R.
Brown Convention Center in conjunc-
tion with the City of Houston, where
we will be hosting private employers,
local government and State and Fed-
eral Government because the stimulus
dollars are working and the American
people want us to create jobs.

Then we will have an opportunity to
celebrate in my district the gospel
music heritage legislation that myself
and the Senator from Arkansas passed,
Senator BLANCHE LINCOLN, to com-
memorate America’s great history in
gospel music. We will be at the Grace
Community Church on Friday, Sep-
tember 18, at 7:30.

I say that because there is a reason
to be joyful in America. It’s a great
country, and that is why I pause now
for a serious moment to reflect on 9/11
and to offer, again, my deepest sym-
pathy and concern for those families
and victims and just to remind Ameri-
cans that we will never forget.

What brings me here today, to take
all of that good news or all of that rec-
ognition that we are one country not
divided by Republicanism or being a
Democrat or an independent, but we
are one family, loving our values and
loving our democracy, makes me come
today with a very saddened heart. For
yesterday the President of the United
States rose before this body and offered
in the most poignant but kindest and
firmest way an extended hand to work
and to collaborate with Americans and
those who represent Americans in this
body. And I have had the privilege of
hearing a number of Presidents speak
to the Nation from this place.

And let me say to you that when a
President comes here, he is a guest of
this body. It is not Republicans and
Democrats, it is the United States Con-
gress. For the President’s cabinet is
here, the Senate is here. In some in-
stances, the Supreme Court is here.
Members are here from all over the
country. Our guests are here as well.

And each time a President has come,
whether or not I have an emotional op-
position and a reasoned opposition to
the position that they may be making,
I hold their presence in reverence and
respect. Last night my heart weighted
with sadness, for as we spoke to the
American people, adults, those of us
who are elected, we found the highest
level of disregard and disrespect.

Not only was there a shout-out, al-
beit the First Amendment is protected,
there is a reasonable response of those
elected to high public office that when
the President stands, not the President
the Democrat, or the Republican, but
the President of the United States, I
can say this, because I denounced the
throwing of a shoe at our President on
foreign soil, of any kind. I denounced
the seeming tolerance of President
Bush having a shoe thrown at him. It is
horrific and a disgrace.
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Just as I denounce holding up papers
while the President is speaking. That
happened last night. Just as I denounce
having a sign in your lap, which we are
not allowed to wear buttons expressing
viewpoint. That happened last night.

Just as I denounce words coming out
calling the President a liar. It should
be denounced by the leadership of my
good friends on the other side. This is
not an individual act. It should be de-
nounced as inappropriate decorum in
this place.

And for those who wish to be equally
rude by holding up something, let me
suggest that it is a free country. And I
do appreciate, sometimes we make
mistakes, I admit to mistakes. We have
to clarify those mistakes. But I believe
it is important to clarify it so the
President of the United States’ ears
can hear it and so this body can hear
it.

And I would hope my friends on the
other side of the aisle, the leadership,
will come to this well next week and
acknowledge that this place should be
a place of decorum. Yes, Members have
turned their backs, some Members
have walked out. That is their privi-
lege. We do not have a despotic Nation,
and they have the privilege to do so, if
they disagree with the words being spo-
ken by the President of the United
States. But remember, he or she is our
guest. And when you invite someone
into your home, you treat them with
the highest level of respect.

I am not angry. I am simply saddened
and disappointed, because so many of
my friends on the other side of the
aisle expressed their own disappoint-
ment, but somewhat in silence. It is
important for the American people to
know that whoever the President is, no
matter where they come from, what
background, what region, what State,
they are the President of the United
States.

The President told the truth last
night, and the other side must tell the
truth about inappropriate behavior and
the lack of reverence. We need to re-
spect each other, and I call for that.

———

THE REAL STARS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is
the eighth anniversary of the horrific
attack on our country on September
11, 2001, and we need to remember that
there are still people in the world who
want to destroy us and all that we
stand for. It is up to us at the national
level to provide for our national secu-
rity, and we need to focus on that.

Today someone sent me a column by
Ben Stein that I had not seen but was
written in 2003. In this column, he does
a great job of putting us and trivial
things into perspective, and I thought
that today would be a good day to
share this column entitled ‘“‘How Can
Someone Who Lives in Insane Luxury
Be a Star in Today’s World?”’
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